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Hello District 1 friends and colleagues. Although I have been 

communicating with many of you via phone and email, I have not 

been able to reach everyone in the district.  Fortunately, I am now 

able to reach everyone, at least as far as I know. If you are aware of 

any District 1 member whom I did not reach, please let me know. 

Also, feel free to share this newsletter with other interested parties. 

As TRTA has suspended all face-to-face meetings for the rest of type year, 

alternative methods of keeping the membership active and informed has 

become a priority. The prevalent method for meeting and communicating in 

business and education is via the Zoom application for computers, cell phones 

and land lines. Many of you have already been using the Zoom application for 

communicating with your friends and families, and some TRTA local  units 

throughout the state have also begun using the app. Although, for many of us 

working with technology is a daunting task, be assured that with practice, and 

some help from your friends, colleagues and even grandchildren, we can 

overcome! Rogelio Prado, Community Volunteer Services Chair, suggested an 

old military method, the “buddy system,” to facilitate the learning process. 

Indeed, many have already partnered to practice with the program, after all, we 

can’t break anything, just start experimenting by clicking the buttons. I also have 

included a link for a Zoom basic  video tutorial and have included some text 

instructions so that we can get started meeting via the Zoom app.  

Invitation 

This newsletter is in-

tended to inform all Dis-

trict 1 members about is-

sues, events, and projects 

that are impacting all re-

tired Texas educators. Al-

so, each District 1 local is 

invited to contribute articals, vignettes, and 

photographs about what has been going on in 

their local.  

 Welcome 

 Invitation 

 Video Conference  

 Instructions 

 Budget-John Stabile 

 District 1 Events &  

 Activities 

 2020 Voter  

 information 
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Before a videoconference: 

 

opportunity to check your audio immediately upon joining a meet-

ing. 

You will receive notice for a videoconference or conference call from your committee ana-

lyst. The               

   option. It will also include the 9-digit (usually) Meeting ID. 

To join the videoconference: 

At the start time of your meeting, click on the link in your invitation to join via computer. 

You may be instructed to download the Zoom application. 

You have an opportunity to test your audio at this point by clicking on “Test Computer Au-

dio.” Once you are satisfied that your audio works, click on “Join audio by comput-

er.” 

You may also join a meeting without clicking on the invitation link by going to 

join.zoom.us on any browser and entering the Meeting ID provided by your com-

mittee analyst. 

If  you are having  trouble  hearing  the meeting,   you can  join  via  tele-

phone  while remaining  on  the  video conference: 

 

On your phone, dial the teleconferencing number provided in your invitation. 

touch-tone (DTMF) keypad. 

If you have already joined the meeting via computer, you will have the option to en-

ter your 2- digit participant ID to be associated with your computer 

Participant controls in the lower left corner of the Zoom screen: 

Using the icons in the lower left corner of the Zoom screen, you can: 

Mute/Unmute your microphone (far left) 

     

Invite other participants 

use to raise a virtual hand 

Change your screen name that is seen in the participant list and video window 

Share your screen 

view. “Speaker view” shows the active speaker. “Gallery view” tiles all of the meet-

ing participants. 

 

https://senate.universityofcalifornia.edu/_files/resources/zoom-instructions.pdf 

Zoom Instructions for Participants 

https://join.zoom.us/
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Budget 

To TRTA District 1 Executive Board Members, 

 The TR-2 form for July, 2020 shows a 

starting balance of  $23,644.21.   We had income 

of  $2,704.00  and disbursements of  $5,347.95.  Leaving us 

with $21,000.26. 

 There are no outstanding checks, however, the State 

has not sent the Districts their membership dues 

reimbursement check.  This will be direct deposit into each 

Districts bank account in the first week of September. 

 We have one $500.00 deposit to make sometime this 

week.  This will make our current balance $21,500.26. 

 

Sincerely, 

John W. Stabile 

TRTA District 1 Treasure 

John Stabile 
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Noemi Bald 

HMVRTA News Article 

Message to Retired Teach 

  Due to the Covid-19 virus the Harlingen Mid-Valley 
Retired Teachers Association has not had the opportunity 
to meet, but rest assured we are still active. 

   As a unit, we have provided funds for the Harlingen and 
San Benito Food Pantries and have also contributed to 
Loaves and Fishes. 

   Our concern for the community and our teachers, both active and 
retired, is still the number one priority. 

   Thank you for your patience. We look forward to meeting with you 
again. 

   Stay safe!!! 

  Anyone interested in joining our organization may contact us at (956)
423-4108, at southawks@yahoo.com, or on Facebook at Harlingen 
Mvrta. 

The HMVRTA Executive Board 

Zapata County Retired School Employees Association 
(ZCRSEA) is privileged to announce this year's recipients of 
four scholarships. Zapata High School graduates and future 
educators who were nominated by member relatives are 
Elsa Angelica Alvarez, Kristina Alexandra Gray, Elenissa An-
dreana Uribe, and Helga Elise Vela. These young ladies have excelled in 
their high school experience with academic honors, extracurricu-
lar awards, and outstanding community service. Congratulations 
and best wishes to these remarkable scholars who will be attend-
ing area colleges this fall. 

Zapata Scholarship Recipients 
Amparo Montes 

mailto:southawks@yahoo.com
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Noemi Bald 

Exploring the Zoom Application 

In a few days I will be sending out an invitation to a Zoom online meeting. This first 

meeting will be an experiment to see how many people are able to logon to the Zoom 

application. This will allow everyone the opportunity to get familiar with the interface 

and its controls. I think everyone will become more confident in there abilities once 

everyone sees that navigating the program is not difficult.  

As we become more comfortable with the program, I encourage members to establish 

a “buddy system” approach to become more proficient and to practice with one 

another at their leisure. 

Below is a graphic of what the invitation will look as it will be sent via email. This will be 

familiar to those that have already been using the program. Please click the graphic to 

view a video tutorial on the Basics of the Zoom Application:  

 

https://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E


August 2020  

6 

Reminder: Vote! 

Laura Nañez 

LARSEA Raffle to Raise Funds 

Believe you can and you're halfway there         

-Theodore Roosevelt- 

The Laredo Area Retired School Employees Association Executive Board recentl 

held their first fundraiser of 2020-2021. They held a Cash Raffle on May 3. 

Making sure they kept social distancing, numbers were assigned to board 

members using the online Random Numbers app arranged by Dr. Juan Lira. 

President Laura Nañez texted five numbers to each member. Members mailed 

money and names of participants to Esther Limón, Special Activities Co-Chairperson, or 

they used PayPal or Venmo to submit the money. She, in turn, submitted the money to 

Bertha Villarreal, treasurer. The raffle winner was chosen using the last two digits of the 

Texas Pick 3 Night numbers. Rosie Gonzalez, LARSEA member, was the 

lucky winner. The winn!ing number was sold by Co-Historian Sylvia 

Garza. Since our current situation makes 

it defficult to have our monthly 50/50 

raffle, this fundraiser added to our 

LARSEA budget. 

Click the Texas Secretary of State graphic below to check to see if 

you’re registered to vote in Texas and to register. 

Click the graphic below to download the application for a mail-in ballot 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabbm.shtml
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi4o5Ltn7LrAhVFUK0KHZ88BqEQr5QDegQICxA3&url=https%3A%2F%2Fteamrv-mvp.sos.texas.gov%2FMVP%2Fmvp.do&usg=AOvVaw2pp53DyCRmcslnwQ8sjHAp

